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January 17, 1958

FACT SHEET NO, 1

WHY & WORLL FAIRT

l. Dollars and cents Lo the coomunity.

While both Mew York and San Francisco World Falrs showed a deficit (due
primarily to war conditions in Burope and the fact both were held during the
game period) they benefited their communities immeasurably.

{a) Mew York fair officials estimated their falr penerated a

billion dollars im new spending from an attendance of 44,934,000,
{b} San Francisco, with a modest investment of bubt 33 millien dolliars,
reaped 75 million dollars from Courist spending alone, in addition
to 50 million deollars in payrolls and employment stimulated by .
the fair, Similar benefits were experienced throughout the
skate. Attendance was almost 15 million.
{c) Chicago's World Fair, in addition to bringing more Chan one hundred
million dollars Lo the area, also showed a profil of 600,000, and
drew a paid attendance of more than 39 million.

2. Trade stimulation.

The need for sn international exhibitlon such as that planned £or Seattle
is apparent in a lool at Seattle's waning prestige as "Gateway to the Orient.!
This prestlge hit lts peak in the years following the Alaska-Yukon-Pacilic
Exposition, which for the flrat time put Seatble on the world map. Despite

the sincere and dedicated work of numerous groups, Seattle in succeeding
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years has failed to keep pace with other Pacific Coast ports in attracting

a diversity of industry or a healthy trade with countries of the Pacific Rim,
Seattle's future is inexorably linked with the 900 million people of the
Pacific Rim, wany of whom today look toward the United States in establishing
their self-sufficiency. ‘Hhether this trade and the structure of their
political and economic life is to be shaped by the United States or by the
Soviet Union will be determined in coming years by our actions and attitudes
of friendship toward these peoples. They form the largest single ground of
customers for our products - customers which must be found if Seattle and
Washington are to take their place as a prosperous commercial area built on
a solid foundation of diversified industry.

A World Fair, which provides a glittering showcase for potential customers
to show their wares and handicraft and to become exposed to what this state
has to offer in exchange, also serves another purpose. It provides these
nations, many of them newly-formed and seeking expression and guidance, with
a marketplace for the exchange of ideas, on both an economic and cultural
level.

3. The example of Brussels.

Today the city of Brussels, only slightly larger than Seattle, has pro-
pelled itself into world-wide prominence through the medium of its World
Fair. A few years ago, most of the world's peoples rsgarded Brussels as
but another European trading center. Today, on the eve of the opening of its
international exhibition, it already is being termed "the capital of the new
Europe." (REMEMBER THAT THE BULK OF THE COST OF THE BRUSSELS EXPOSITION IS

BEING BORNE BY THE EXHIBITORS AND CONCESSIONAIRES.)
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Seattle can become the commercial capital of the Pacific Rim countries,
an eminence it deserves through its location and other natural heritages,
only if it finds a dramatic means to advertise its products and demonstrate
its friendship to these potential customers.

THEREFORE, OMNE OF THE PRIMARY PURPOSES OF THE WORLD FAIR HERE

WI#L BE TO DRAW NEW CﬁSTOMERS FOR OUR WARES, STIMULATE TRADE,

AND ESTABLISH A BASIS FOR UNDERSTANDING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES THAT

IS S0 NECESSARY IF WE ARE TO COMPETE WITH OTHER PACIFIC COAST PORTS.

WHY THE EMPHASIS ON PACIFIC RIM COUNTRIES?

Obviously Seattle cannot stage a fair of the magnitude of that being
opened this spring in Europe. Brussels is a European crossroads - it's exhibi-
tion naturally emphasizes European cultures. Seattle is a Pacific crossroads -
and it can capitalize on Brussels de-emphasis of the Pacific Rim by attracting
these countries - Japan, the Philippines, India, Australia, Mexico, Latin

America, and others - as major exhibitors.

WHAT OTHER BENEFITS WILL ACCRUE TO THE STATE FROM A WORLD FAIR?

1. One of the obvious answers is tourists, now emerging as one of our state's
largest industries. San Francisco's tourist graphs show that not only did
the fair attract millions of out-of-state visitors, but that it created a
ground swell of interest that accelerated tourist travel each year since
that time,

The Stanford Research Institute estimates that the opening year of the

fair would result in an attendance of from 8 to 12 million persons, most of
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them out-of-state visitors. Such an attendance, it is estimated, would
result in spending comparable to the establishment of an industry employing
10,000 persons.

Additionally, there would be the commercial stimulus stemming from the
creation of a multitude of fair payrolls - construction workers and artisans
of all ﬁypes, as well as the thousands of concessionaire employes.

2. Tax Revenue.

The State Commission estimates that in one year of operation the World
Fair would return to the State of Washington $1,600,000 in taxes. This is
based on $800,000 in estimated attendance taxes, and a similar amount from

sales taxes on gasoline, oil, ®2tc. These figures do not include the amount

of taxes gained through the multi-million dollar fair construction program,
nor from the large spending of on-the-ground visitors at restaurants, hotels,
etc. A conservative estimate would be that the fair could return to the
state treasury almost half of the amount it allocated for the exhibition
development. Similar tax benefits would accrue to the City of Seattle.

3. The Civic Center.

If the physical plans for the fair can be realized, they will provide
Seattle with a 90 acre Civic Center and downtown park unparalleled in any
other comparable city.
Seattle's Civic Auditorium today is adequate only for a city half its
size. Even with completion of the $7,500,000 Civic Center approved by
Seattle voters, the city would be woefully deficient, both in site and
buildings, in a civic center for a growing metropolis. Lf the Legislature |

had not acted in preoviding an additional $7,500,000 which makes the world
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fair possible, Seattle would within the next few decedes be faced with sither
seeking a new site for its civic center, or in encering into condemnation
pracesdings which would be encrmously expensive due to the acrthuward growth
af the busimess secClon.

The 90 acre World Fair site new being soquired will serve the city's
ncudslfnr snother 75 yaafs. Such an ares can be adapted te a multitude of
uses which undoubtedly will present themselves in the comitg vears; underground
parking, a sports cenber, an aquarivm, o maritime museum, a junior college,
expanded music and arts facilities, snd an internstional center for Che
promotion of trade and friendship. Many of the buildings constructed by
evhibitors could serve thege purposes immediately after the fair was over.
The transfermation of a semi-blighted area into an attractive deowntown civic

center and park will heavily increase the surrounding property values, a

conktribution not only to the beauty of the city, but a selid contribution to

increased tax receipts For the city.

WHERE IS THE MONEY TO COME FROMT

In posing thisz gquestion, some thoughtful citizens have lost sight of the
Fact that in all international exhibiticos of the type being built hers, the
bulle of the costs are paid by the exhibitors themselves.

For example, almost two-thivds of the cost of the New York UWorld Faix
{about 120 million) was borne by foreign povernments, other exhibitors and
concaas lomal Tes .,

For an even better comparison, San Francisco spent approximately 33 million
dollars on its World Fair. This is a fipure that if translated into today's

dollar, compares favorably with the proposed cost of Seattle's fair.
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Where did this 33 million come from?

The San Francisco World Fair Corporation, through the issuance of bonds,
raised 11 million dellars.

The Federal government, through the WPA, allocated 7 million dollars,
mostly for site preparation,

THE LARGEST SHARE - 15 MILLIOM DOLLARS - WAS PAID FOR BY THE

EXHIBITORS THEMSELVES.

At Brussels, the Belgian government provides only the land for the major
exhibitors. Major exhibitors construct their own bulldings under approval of
a design standards board, and must pay a monthly payment Eor maintenance and
utilicies. In addition the Belgian government charges taxes against exhibitors.

THE LARGER PART OF THE COST OF THE BRUSSELS FAILIR IS PALD FOR

BY THE EXHIBITORS.

HOW ABOUT U. 5. SUPPORTY

Why should the government, at this eritical time, pay part of the

cost of the fair?

The Federal Government iz keenly aware of the value of international
exhibitions in showing the world the cultural and matérial benefits of the
American Way of life. The US Department of Commerce, through its Office of
International Trade Fairs, is using US funds for direct participation im
14 major and 55 smaller international exhibitions throughout the world
during 1958,

The US has invested $12,345,000 at Brussels.
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BUBLIC EXPRESS IOW OM WORLD FATR EHGPU@&E.

Pians For a World Fair were initiated in 1955 by the State Legislature
at which time a seven man World Fair Commission was appointed by Gov. Arthur B,
Langlie, the President of the State cenate and the Speaker of the State
House of prrnsentativﬁs..'Thﬂ bi-partizan cemmission was cantinued and
strengthened d;rlug the adﬁiniu:ratinn of Cov. Albertc . RBesellinid.

In 1955 and early 1956 a survey was conducted by Dr. Marhaniel W, Engle,
director of Business Research, and Frofessor Charles J. Miller, execuCive
afficer, Departmant of Marketing, Transportetion and Foreign Trade at the
College of Business Administration af the University of Washington. Tha
guryey was launched "to determine the sentiment of the people in the State
of Washington coneerning a World Falxr."

The survey included personal interviews with key executives and civie
leaders throughoub the state and a mail canvass of 400 representatives of
business, labor, government, education and civic leaders. The World pair
Commission reported that Mas a result of this survey such a Eair in the
opinien of this representative group in the state would be of great value in
atimulating interest in Washington State and in the cultural amd economic
growth of the State of Washington and the Pacific Horbhwest." OF those
polled 98 percent Favored the Falr.

Site surveys.

Additional surveys were conducted to determing & aite, From 19535 on, a
diligent search for a proper site was made by the Subcommittes om Sites
which included members of the Seattie City Planning Commission, the Washingbon
State Chapter of the American [nstitute of Architects, the American Imstitute

of Flanners, the Hing Counby planning Commission, and Allled ANLS of Seattle.

World Fair Corporation Fact Sheet No. 1: Why a World Fair? January 17, 1958. Folder 11, Box 196

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Century21/doclist.htm




World Fair Corporation Fact Sheet No. 1: Why a World Fair? January 17, 1958. Folder 11, Box 196,
Wesley C. Uhlman Subject Files, 5287-02. Seattle Municipal Archives.

Fact Sheet Ho, 1 =8 January 17, 1958

Humerous sites were considered. Follewing the lead of the Ciwic Center
Advisory Committes, a group completely sepavate from the World Fair planners,
in unanimously adeopting the Civie Auditoriume area as the zone for a new Civic
Center, the World Fair Cosmission in 1939 unanimously voled Lo coordinate

the World Fair program with the City of Seattle in developing the Civie

Cenbter sike,

LEGISLATIVE COMS IDERATION.

The World Falry today is following the original geal outlined in 1933 by
the World Fair Cammission in these words:
"Furposes

The objeatives of balding a World Fair Cthrough a
'Festival of the West' in the State of Washington have
been determined as follows:

1. To create a better relationship with the
lands acreoss the sea, especially those of the Pacific
Bim, and become the unquestioned 'Gateway to the Orient.’

2. To give impebtus Lo our fast growing tourist
industyy, the peneral stimulation of business, by showlng
the greatest sclentific and cultural accomplishments of the
Orient and Che Oocident in this atemic and electronic agde.

3. To dramatize our lesdership as the most prograssive
section of the Nation in industrial development and nabtural
CESouTdes.,

4. To work in harmony with the City of Seattle in
creating permanent buildings, which will reflect the vigorous
development of this newest Erontier, and which will result
in permanent improvements bo the City and State and reflect
in design our '"Gateway teo the Urient.t!
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The Votes.

The Eair was launched on its present course in 1957 by the State Legislature
after careful, bi-partisan consideration, A bill cregating the fair was intro-
duced tmmedi;tely after the sessien convened, thus piving members ample time
to conslder its wovth., The hiii was considered by the Commlitbee on State
Government, which reported back with = do pass recommendation. On Janwary 30,
it passed the Senate 43 to 0, The bill received similar consideration in the
House where on February 14 it passed 90 ta 1,

The language of the bill gave the World Fair Commission a clesr mandate
Lo 2arry out its duties in these words:

"In addition to powers prescribed by chapter 24.04 RCW,
the world fair commission thwough the carporation formed
by its members shall stage a world fair within the atate
of Washington during the year 1960 or as soon thereafter
as deemed practical by the commiszion and shall dramatize
the history, sccomplishments, and resources wf the state
by suitable exhibics,®

A separabe measure was then introduced to provide finsncing for the Woarld
Fair. &As finally approved, the filrancing did mot preempt any existing revenue,
but stemmed from a messure doubling the stnte corporation fees, which had not
been increased in 25 years and were far below the level of cur neighboring
states. This measure was carefully considered by the House and Senate
Committee an Ways and Means and the Committes on State Government, hoth of
which recommended its paszage, The bill financing the feir wes pasged in
the House by a vote of 82 -~ 2 and in the Senate by a wate of 30 - 3, Ta date,

$1,500,000 has been raised through its passage,
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WHY A FAIR IMN 19617

The year 1941 pr&vid&ﬂ.nn excellent theme from a local, national and
iﬂtcrnati?nai snapdpn1nt, OUn the state level, it represents the 100th birth-
day of the University of uasﬁing:on. Mationally and internationally it is of
particular significance in that it is the centennial of the final fixing
of the US-Canadian border. The fisal marker in this, the world's aldest
peaceful frontler, wes placed facing the Pacific at Paint Roberts in 1861,

The fair will spotlight for world attention this proof that the American creed
of peoples living together in peace and brotherhood is no mere prupagandu boast
but a fact chiseled on the markers of a border 3,200 miles long, unmarred by

any fortification or military imstallation.
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